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is little to chronicle. In 1849 the lease at Toots Court ran out, and
Whittingham was for three years solely at Chiswick, returning thence
in 1852, when he was able to secure the freehold of his old premises.
In i860 he retired from his business, which was carried on for him first
by his foreman, John Wilkins, afterwards by the present Mr. B. F.
Stevens and the son of John Wilkins At his death, in 1876, the business
was sold to Messrs. George Bell, of Covent Garden, its present owner.

As has been already said, the special feature of the work of the
younger Whittingham was his beautiful press-work and decorations.
Some of his earlier borders were designed for him by Mr. J. A.
Montague; most of his later ones by his daughters, Charlotte and
Elizabeth Eleanor Whittingham, Mary Byfield engraving almost all of
them. The models chosen for their designs were almost exclusively
from the French books of the early years of the sixteenth century,
including those of Geoffrey Tory, of Bourges, not, as Mr. Warren calls
him, " of Bruges," a slip for which we fancy he must be indebted to
Dibdin. It is possible to think that this French renaissance work was
hardly worth such assiduous imitation, and that Whittingham would
have done better if he had gone to Italy for at least some of his
models. But for- its day it was certainly a great advance on the work
of his competitors, and nephew as well as uncle deserved well of every
English speaking book-lover. In bringing out the biographies of these
two men, the Grolier Club has more than sustained its high reputation
for securing beautiful work ; and the illustrations are as excellently
printed as they are numerous. Our only regret is that the Club should
nave allowed such a work to go forth without an index I

Conference on BtbllograpbB belo at Florence,
September, 1890.

ON the initiative of the " Assoziazione Tipografico-Libraria Italiana,"
a Conference on Bibliography was held at Florence on the 34th and 35th
September, ?t which an important gathering of librarians and men of
literature and science was assembled. In addition to the number of
learned professors there were present, among the librarians, Count
Domenico Gnoli, of the National Central Library at Rome ; Dr. L. De
Marchi, PavL- University ; Cav. G. Fumagalli, University of Naples ;
Prof. Bruto Teloni, National Library at Florence; Attilio Pagbaini,
University. of Geneva; Cav. A. Bruschi; Dr. A. Miola, National
Library at Naples ; Dr. S. Morpurgo ; Prof. Michele Barbi, National
Central Library at Florence,

The International Bureau of Bibliography at Brussels was represented
by its General Secretary, Mons. Paul Otlet, and by Mons. C. Junker, the
Delegate of the Institute, from Austria-Hungary.

Tne precise object of the Conference was expressed in the following
words : " Is it advisable, and if so, within what limits, for Italian
librarians and Booksellers to give their support and co-operation to
the Resolutions of the International Bibliographical Conference held at
Brussels in September, 1895, with reference more especially to those
resolations which relate to the institution, through international co-
operation, of a Universal Catalogue, and the adoption of the system of
Decimal Classification as the basis of international effort ? "

Monsieur FUMAGALLI was first asked to present a report on the sub-
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ject This report discussed, in minute details, the different aspects of
the problem, and was much appreciated by the audience.

In the course of the discussion, various observations, including
objections, were made by MM. MIOLA, BONANNO, and FUMAGALLI.
M. CHILOVI, the Director of the National Central Library at Florence,
expressed his entire approval of the Universal Catalogue project and
of the Decimal Classification, in an article which he had published in
the Bohiin delle Publicastione Italian*, of September 15.

M. LOUIDGI pi MARCHI spoke in equally favourable terms, based
on personal experience of the Decimal Classification.

MM. TARJIONE TOZZETTI and PETROTCHI expressed their similar
approval from the standpoint of men of science.

Mons. OTLET, in furnishing explanations on the subject, laid stress
on the facilities offered by the Decimal system for international co-opera-
tion, and urged the necessity for cataloguing national literature, from the
very first, with a view to the subsequent exigencies of international
bibliography. He specially insisted on the need for regarding the
several national literatures as being so many contributions on subjects of
common interest to all humanity, for which reason he urged that steps
should be taken to remove the barriers of nationality by the adoption of
a universal system such as the one recommended.

On the motion of Count GNOLI, supported by Professors PAOLI and
TARJIONE TOZZETTI, the Conference adopted the following resolution :—

The Conference on Bibliography, while forwarding its hearty con-
gratulations to the Institute of Bibliography at Brussels, on the energetic
action of the Institute, is of opinion that further investigations are
yet necessary before coming to a decision on the question raised by the
" Assodasione tipogra/lca libraria italiana." It therefore refers to the
Presidency of the Association the nomination of a commission, with in-
structions to thoroughly investigate and study the question of the accept-
ance of the project^ of a Universal Catologue and the Dewey Decimal
Classification, having special regard to the interest «f students, librarians,
and the bookselling trad*,

F. C.

ttbe Grtpplegate Snatttute.
T H E Lord Mayor (Sir Walter Willrin) opened on November 4th, with

a pleasant ceremony, the new building in Golden Lane, called "The
Cnpplegate Foundation," of which the Duke of York laid the foundation-
stone on July 3rd, 1894. This building has been erected in pursuance ot
a scheme under the City of London Parochial Charities Act, 1883. The
scheme provided £ifxx> per annum for ten years from the date of the
scheme, and thereafter ^700 per annum for eleemosynary purposes in the
same parish, and gives the residuary income for the maintenance of the
institute, and .£40,000 out of the funds of the general parochial charities of
the city towards the site and building.

The institute has been erected from designs of Mr. Sidney R. J. Smith,
and comprises handsome rooms for libraries, newspapers, and magazine
rooms, and a room for the special advantage of those who are out of
work, wherein morning papers may be searched. On the first floor is a
spacious concert hall, which is approached by a marble staircase. There
are also refreshment rooms and cloak rooms, and the second floor is de-
voted to class-rooms. In the parish where the new institute is erected
there are 8,000 women and girls employed from day to day ; and a benefit
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